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Xerxes passed from Asia into Europe, Artayktes had
requested from him as a gift the house of a man who had
been killed, he said, in invading Persian territory. This
man was the hero Protesilaos who had been the first to
land on the soil of Asia when the Achaians came to
avenge the wrongs and woes of Helen ; and his house
was the shrine surrounded by its sacred Close or
Temenos, which the satrap defiled. For this crime he
found himself blockaded at Sestos. He had made no
preparations for a siege : but he held out so stoutly that
the Athenian leaders were able to keep their men quiet
only by telling them that they would not give up their
task until they should have received from Athens the order
to do so. The end, however, was near. The people were
fast dying off from famine, when Artayktes made his escape
by night with the Persian garrison; but they had not gone
far when they were intercepted by the A thenians, and de-
feated after a hard fight. Artayktes, taken back to Sestos,
offered to atone for his sin against Protesilaos by devoting
a hundred talents at his shrine, and to pay a further sum
of two hundred talents for his ransom. But the men of
Elaious to whom the shrine belonged would be satisfied
with nothing less than his death; and Artayktes, given up
by the Athenian leaders probably against their will, was
led out to the western end of the shattered bridge, or to
the hill above the city of Madytos. Here his son was
_ , , , stoned to death before his eyes: and Artayk-
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satrap           tes, hung on some wooden planks   nailed

Artayktes. together, was left to die of hunger, looking
down on the scenes of his former pleasures, Protesilaos
was indeed amply avenged : and the Athenian fleet
sailed home loaded with treasure, and with the huge
cables of the broken bridges, to be dedicated in the
temples as memorials of the struggle thus gloriously
ended.